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The Essentials 
of Public 
Health



Public Health Genetics

Follows the elements of public health:

 Assessment
• Monitor health status such as birth defects surveillance.

 Policy Development
• Support laws to prevent genetic discrimination.
• Do genetic needs assessments.
• Provide education and information about genetics issues to 

policy makers.



Public Health Genetics

 Assurance
• Run state mandated newborn screening programs.
• Support outreach genetic services for underserved 

communities.
• Collect data for continuous quality improvement activities or 

to support developing new activities.
 Research

• Conducts public health genetics research to improve 
knowledge or health status (e.g. genetic basis for congenital 
deafness to explain higher incidence or barriers to families 
using telehealth services).



Genetics Resources



westernstatesgenetics.org/contact-us/

 Public health genetics and family advocacy group contacts for:
• Alaska
• California
• Guam
• Hawaii
• Idaho
• Oregon
• Washington



 Family Navigation to Genetic Specialists and Resources
• Project developed by the HRSA funded Family to Family Health 

Information Centers (F2FHIC) partners in the WSRGN.
• Helps families find genetic specialists.
• Provides families with genetic resources or links to resources 

(e.g. support groups, research activities, etc.).
• The F2FHICs also provide information and support for 

community services, health insurance options, respite services, 
parent support, and much more…

Genetic Resources, 
Education, and Advocacy 

Tool
(GREAT)



Telegenetics Resources



www.westernstatesgenetics.org/telehealth-resources/

Telehealth Basics
for Providers Video
(https://youtu.be/lQx0SDh9Jc0f)

What to Expect from a 
Telegenetics Visit Video
(https://youtu.be/-h-XRYtLEn8)







WWW.PBTRC.ORG
 Patient Resources

• What is telehealth
• How to get a telehealth 

visit
• What to expect
• What does telehealth cost

 Provider Resources
• Telehealth Billing and 

Reimbursement Policies
• Quick start guides
• Best Practices Video







https://telehealth.hhs.gov/

https://telehealth.hhs.gov/


Questions? This project is supported by the Health 
Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) under grant 
number
1-UH7MC30774-01-03, for $600,000.  
This information or content and 
conclusions are those of the author and 
should not be construed as the official 
position or policy of, nor should any 
endorsements be inferred by HRSA, HHS 
or the U.S. Government.
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