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The latest wave of the opioid epidemic is marked by rampant nonpharmaceutical fentanyl, rising concurrent stimulant use, 
and newly introduced opioids including kratom and its synthetic derivatives. Additionally, we are contending with a new landscape of 
adulterants such as xylazine and medetomidine. Management of opioid overdose by frontline healthcare providers is a key link in the 
chain of survival and thus recovery from opioid use disorder.  

Join Dr. Jaiva Larsen, M.D., emergency physician, medical toxicologist, and addiction medicine physician from the University of 
Arizona for a discussion of the current realities of opioid overdose response and addiction care.

This session will examine how fentanyl and other synthetic psychoactive substances are changing overdose presentations, how 
responders can rapidly recognize life-threatening toxidromes, and which evidence-based interventions are most effective. We will 
also discuss understanding and treating opioid use disorder to prevent overdoses before they happen by treating the underlying 
illness.

• Identify the signs and symptoms of opioid overdose and emerging polysubstance overdose presentations
• Apply best strategies for naloxone administration, initial stabilization, and supportive care during opioid overdose emergencies
• Promote compassion and hope for patients with opioid use disorder and understand the available evidence-based treatments

ARIZONA TELEMEDICINE PROGRAM CONNECTED HEALTH 
WEBINAR SERIES

The Arizona Telemedicine Program, Southwest Telehealth Resource Center and Arizona Poison and Drug 
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