THE AZ CENTER FOR RURAL HEALTH WEBINAR SERIES
A webinar series focused on providing technical assistance to rural stakeholders to disseminate research
findings, policy updates, best-practices and other rural health issues to statewide rural partners and
stakeholders throughout the state.

Webinar: Thursday, April 21, 2022
12-1:00 pm Arizona Time

Opioid Stewardship Assessment Program
for Arizona Critical Access Hospitals
Arizona Center for Rural Health (AzCRH) and Health Services Advisory Group (HSAG) collaborated in 2021 to assess the opioid stewardship program (OSP) implementation in Arizona’s 17 critical access hospitals’ (CAHs) acute care and emergency departments (EDs).
In this webinar, we will describe the 11 OSP components that were assessed, the assessment instrument, and our approach to surveying CAH leadership teams at each hospital.

Learning objectives:
1. Describe Opioid Stewardship Programs,
2. Explain differences and similarities in initiative implementation by department setting and prevention
orientation at Arizona Critical Access Hospitals
3. Understand how assessment information is used to guide technical assistance and quality improvement efforts.
Ben Brady is an Assistant Research Professor with the AZ Center for Rural Health. His research interests include
evaluating substance misuse policies and treatment services. He uses theory-driven evaluation and integrative
scholarship to evaluate program implementation, outcomes, as well as the assumptions that influence how the
problem is framed and what antecedent conditions are targeted for change. Ben assists in evaluating state-funded
efforts to promote access to opioid use disorder, medication-assisted treatment, and address rural workforce
provider shortages. Ben previously worked at Arizona Smokers’ Helpline, and is interested in tobacco cessation services, tobacco
harm reduction, and electronic cigarette policies. Ben is a professor at the College of Public Health.
Bianca SantaMaria is a Health Education and Promotion Professional II at The University of Arizona, Center for Rural
Health. She does evaluator for the Overdose Data to Action grant and does work on the AHEAD CDC COVID-19 grant.
She also facilitates Naloxone trainings in English and Spanish statewide, as well as provides Technical Assistance
to various counties in Arizona. Her interests are in Digital Health, Health Equity, Healthcare Systems, Preventative
Measures, and Medical Informatics. She completed her undergraduate and graduate education at the University of
Arizona. Bianca was born and raised in Tucson, AZ, and hopes to pursue her PhD, and serve her community in efforts to create a
healthier and safer environment for all.

For more information contact Jennifer Peters: petersjs@arizona.edu • 520.626.2254
To register: https://telemedicine.arizona.edu
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