
THE AZ CENTER FOR RURAL HEALTH WEBINAR SERIES
A webinar series focused on providing technical assistance to rural stakeholders to disseminate research 

findings, policy updates, best-practices and other rural health issues to statewide rural partners and 
stakeholders throughout the state.

Webinar: Thursday, September 16, 2021
12-1:00 pm Arizona Time 

The Behavioral Healthcare Workforce 
and Access to Medication for Opioid Use 

Disorder Treatment in Rural Arizona  
Learning objectives: 
1. Describe the behavioral health needs in rural Arizona
2. Describe the distribution of the behavioral healthcare workforce and shortages in rural Arizona
3. Describe the current context and need for access to Medication for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD) Treatment in 

rural Arizona

4. Identify opportunities for improving access to behavioral health care and MOUD treatment in rural Arizona

Bryna Koch, MPH has worked at the Arizona Center for Rural Health (AzCRH) since 2016. At the Center Ms. 
Koch supports the programs and projects by providing data collection, management, analysis, and reporting 
expertise. Currently Bryna focuses on health workforce data collection, synthesis, and reporting.  Ms. Koch is 
also a doctoral candidate in the Public Health Policy and Management program at the University of Arizona, 
College of Public Health. Her research interests are the impacts of major policies like the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) on health insurance coverage, utilization, and outcomes for underserved and vulnerable populations.

Dr. Benjamin Brady is an Assistant Research Professor at UArizona’s Center for Rural Health in the Zuckerman 
College of Public Health and a Faculty Director at the Comprehensive Pain and Addiction Center in the College 
of Medicine. He has worked in the field of substance use prevention and treatment for eight years, with 
experience in tobacco cessation, opioid overdose prevention, medication assisted treatment (MAT), and MAT 
workforce distribution across geographic and clinical settings. Dr. Brady has graduate degrees in sociology, 
health promotion, and health policy and management.

For more information contact Jennifer Peters: petersjs@email.arizona.edu • 520.626.2254
To register: http://www.telemedicine.arizona.edu

This webinar is made possible through funding provided by Health Resources and Services Administration, Office for the Advancement of Telehealth 
(G22RH24749). Arizona State Office of Rural Health is funded granted through a grant from US Department of Health and Human Services. Grant 
number H95RH00102-25-00.  This information or content and conclusions are those of the author and should not be construed as the official posi-

tion or policy of, nor should any endorsements be inferred by HRSA, DHHS or the U.S. Government.
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