THE AZ CENTER FOR RURAL HEALTH WEBINAR SERIES
A webinar series focused on providing technical assistance to rural stakeholders to disseminate research
findings, policy updates, best-practices and other rural health issues to statewide rural partners and
stakeholders throughout the state.

Webinar:

Thursday, May 21, 2020
12:00 pm Arizona Time

SUD/OUD Treatment in Primary Care:
The Rural Health Center Experience
Learning objectives:
1. Discuss the role of community health centers (CHCs) in addressing the healthcare needs of Arizona’s
uninsured and underinsured and the prevalence of SUD/OUD among CHC patients
2. Highlight specific interventions that have been employed in rural CHCs to address the needs of
patients with SUD/OUD
3. Understand the challenges and opportunities related to addressing patients with SUD/OUD in a
primary care setting
Andrew Lewandowski is the Pharmacy Director at Canyonlands Healthcare. He has created several clinical
programs for Canyonlands Healthcare, including diabetes self-management education, a Hepatitis C
treatment program, and he supervises the Medication Assisted Treatment program. Andy believes strongly
in the mission of Canyonlands Healthcare to promote healthier lives through affordable, accessible, and
integrated care.
Da-Nell Pedersen is the Director of Clinical Programs at the Arizona Alliance for Community Health Centers
(AACHC) where she oversees the organization’s oral health, quality improvement and substance use disorder (SUD)
programs. Da-Nell has worked with community health centers for more than eight years, providing technical
assistance consulting to community health centers focused on improving oral health interprofessional practice,
financial viability, quality outcomes and value-based transformation readiness.
J. Jonathan Benitez is Manager of Behavioral Health Integration. His role includes overseeing behavioral health
services at North County HealthCare while seeing patients on a part-time basis. Mr. Benitez has 14 years working in
behavioral health. Jonathan has been in Arizona for over 25 years with 10 of these being in Flagstaff, AZ. He holds a
Masters of Arts in Community Counseling from Northern Arizona University.

For more information contact Jennifer Peters: petersjs@email.arizona.edu • 520.626.2254
To register: http://www.telemedicine.arizona.edu
This webinar is made possible through funding provided by Health Resources and Services Administration, Office for the Advancement of Telehealth (G22RH24749).
Arizona State Office of Rural Health is funded granted through a grant from US Department of Health and Human Services. Grant number H95RH00102-25-00
This information or content and conclusions are those of the author and should not be construed as the official position or policy of, nor should any
endorsements be inferred by HRSA, DHHS or the U.S. Government.

