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What Is KidsCare?

Dan Derksen MD

It’s part of the Social Security Act
MEDICAID Title XIX (1965)

Arizona Medicaid = AHCCCS (1982)
CHIP Title XXI (1997)

SCHIP in 2007 
KidsCare covers uninsured kids (age < 19 
yrs) not eligible for AHCCCS / Medicaid



Who Is Eligible for KidsCare?

Dan Derksen MD

https://www.azahcccs.gov/Members/GetCovered/Categories/KidsCare.html



Coverage Options

AHCCCS 
<133% FPL

$27,724

KidsCare
133-200% FPL

$40,320

Marketplace
To 400% FPL

$80,640

For a family of 3
“The more you earn, the more you pay”

Dan Derksen MD



Arizona KidsCare

Dan Derksen MD

Enrollment was frozen in 2010 
during the great recession

Enrollment fell from over 45,000 in 2010 
to just 620 kids in 2016

Since 2010, Arizona has ranked in the 
bottom 5 states for its high percentage of 

uninsured children 



How KidsCare Fits with Affordable Care Act 
Coverage – Medicaid and the Marketplace 

• AZ Expanded Medicaid:  <138% FPL 
• Created health insurance marketplaces
• Subsidized premiums:138-400% FPL
• Guaranteed issue (prohibits insurers from denying 

coverage or charging more for pre-existing conditions)
Coverage Eligibility Is Based on 
the 2016 FPL – Federal Poverty 
Level Based on Family Income

Household 
Size 100% 138% 400%

1 $11,880 $16,394 $47,520 
2 $16,020 $22,107 $64,080 
3 $20,160 $27,821 $80,640 
4 $24,300 $33,534 $97,200 

Accessed 05/22/16 at: https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines

Dan Derksen, MD



AHCCCS – AZ Medicaid
<138% FPL ($33,465 Family of 4)

July-Sep 2013 to Mar 2016 Net Gain

+475,000

AZ MARKETPLACE
138-400% FPL ($33,465-$97,200)

OE-3 Effectuated Enrollment + Renewal Mar 2016

+175,000
AZ <26 Parents’ Plan

+70,000

Since 2014, Arizona Has Halved Its Uninsured

*Effectuated Enrollment (paid premium). Accessed 07/10/16 at: 
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Fact-sheets/2016-Fact-sheets-items/2016-06-30.html

https://aspe.hhs.gov/health-insurance-marketplaces-2016-open-enrollment-period-final-enrollment-report
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid-chip-program-information/program-information/downloads/march-2016-enrollment-report.pdf

Arizona Total:    +720,000

Dan Derksen, MD

And another 30,000 uninsured kids will be 
enrolled in KidsCare in 2016-2017 



Coverage Disparities        Poor Health Outcomes 

Percent 
Uninsured

American Indian 31%

Hispanic/Latino 29%

White 11%

Dan Derksen, MD



Low Arizona Participation Rates -
Rural, Latino, American Indian 

Dan Derksen, MD



KidsCare Eligibility Requirements

• Valid application 
• Resident of Arizona
• Social Security number 
• US citizen or appropriate non-citizen status 
• Not incarcerated 
• Not in an institution for mental disease 

(IMD) 
• Assignment of rights to medical benefits and 

cooperation 

Allen Gjersvig



KidsCare Eligibility Requirements
• Under age 19 
• Ineligible for Medicaid 
• Cooperation with Medicaid requirements 
• No current health insurance coverage 
• No health insurance coverage last 3 mo.
• Not eligible for State employees health 

benefits plan 
• Income under 200% of the FPL 
• Payment of a premium, if required

Allen Gjersvig



Eligibility & Enrollment Best Practices
• Screen consumer using income to determine 

if likely eligible for AHCCCS/KidsCare
• Use Health-e Arizona Plus for enrollment in 

AHCCCS/KidsCare
• Use Healthcare.gov if consumer likely 

eligible for Marketplace coverage

Allen Gjersvig



Eligibility & Enrollment Best Practices
• The two way hand-off between AHCCCS and 

HC.gov working better now than in the past
• HC.gov doesn’t provide 100% of the required 

info to AHCCCS, so AHCCCS often must 
request additional info from the consumer

Allen Gjersvig



No One is “Generally” Eligible

Allen Gjersvig

I’m here about the details



KidsCare Eligibility Requirements

Allen Gjersvig

Creditable Coverage NOT Creditable Coverage
• Medicare
• Group health plans
• Health insurance through 

a hospital or medical 
service policy

• Armed forces (Tricare)

• Eligibility for IHS services*
• Coverage for accidents
• Free medical clinics at 

worksite
• Benefits with limited scope 

(dental vision, long term care)
• Coverage for a specific illness
• Insurance that pays a set daily 

amount

No current “creditable” health insurance 



KidsCare Eligibility Requirements
No health insurance for the last 3 mo. 
The 90-day period does not apply when:
• Coverage was from another insurance 

affordability program
• Premium was >5% household income
• Parent eligible for premium tax credit because 

employer coverage determined unaffordable
• Cost of family coverage including the child 

>9.5% percent of the household income

Allen Gjersvig



KidsCare Eligibility Requirements
No health insurance for the last 3 mo. 
The 90-day period does not apply when:
• Employer stopped offering coverage for 

dependents (or any coverage)
• Child lost coverage due to: family member’s 

job change, or the death or divorce of a parent
• Child has special health care needs
• Coverage was from another program: 

AHCCCS or a Marketplace plan

Allen Gjersvig



Allen Gjersvig



Get Covered or Pay – Tax Penalties

• $95 or 1% of income2014

• $325 or 2% of 
income2015

• $695 or 2.5% of 
income2016

“Whichever is greater”

Allen Gjersvig



Statewide Navigator Scheduling

Talk to a 
Navigator

800.377.3536
Appointments

www.coveraz.org/connector
How It Works

Allen Gjersvig



Get Covered Stay Covered Tool Kit

Allen Gjersvig

http://bit.ly/SummerCampaignToolkit



Thank You for Getting Our Kids Covered! 

Allen Gjersvig
alleng@aachc.org

Dan Derksen
dderksen@email.arizona.edu

mailto:alleng@aachc.org
mailto:dderksen@email.arizona.edu




Thank you
Questions?



Your opinion is valuable to us
Please participate in this brief survey:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AzSORH

This webinar is made possible through funding provided by Health Resources and Services 
Administration, Office for the Advancement of Telehealth (G22RH24749). Arizona State Office of Rural 
Health is funded granted through a grant from US Department of Health and Human Services. Grant 

number H95RH00102-25-00 
This information or content and conclusions are those of the author and should not be construed as 
the official position or policy of, nor should any endorsements be inferred by HRSA, DHHS or the U.S. 

Government.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AzSORH
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