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COVID-19 Telehealth Changes: Recap

* Congress — CARES Act

* HHS — Multiple waivers

* CMS — Medicare & other restrictions lifted, CMMI flex
* OCR — HIPAA enforcement discretion

* OIG — AKS & CMP flexibilities

DEA — PHE Telemedicine Exception
-DA — relaxed certain device enforcement
-CC — grants, more S for Rural Health Care Program

DOD — TRICARE: audio-only, no cost-sharing, internat’l
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What About the Future of Telehealth Regulation?

: | :
The COVID-19 Telehealth Expansion . New Bill Looks to Mandate Payer
Bills Are Starting to Pile Up Congresswoman'’s Telehealth Bill Coverage for Telehealth Services
Congress is very interested in expanding Medicare’s telehealth  COmbines 9 Other Pieces of A bill introduced last week on Capitol Hill would prompt payers to

cover any telehealth services if those services are also furnished in

coverage beyond the COVID-19 emergency, as the growing Legislation
person.

US Rep. Ann Wagner's Telehealth Act pulls together nine
telehealth bills introduced over the past year - all by Republicar
in a bid to give lawmakers one overarching piece of connected
health legislation
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.Jhui'\' 31, 2020 - Senator Lamar Alexander has addefi another telehealth bill to‘the rapidly gy Siptushierar: 2000 Tha s Vil ool ba Cas i Rl i e G i
N S S B SN OO payers by ensuring that all telehealth services be covered if those services are also furnished in
The Tennessee Republican and chair of the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor SRLES. person.
Pensions this \\'eefintrodueed the Telehealth Modernization Act (S. 4375), which aim b By Eric Wicklund n u o

_ August 18, 2020 - A Missouri Congresswoman has introduced a telehealth bill that combines
e nine other connected health bills into one piece of legislation.
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Telehealth Legislative Trackers

Center for

Connected

%Health Polic;

The National Telehealth Policy Resource Center

e States: U
Center for Connected Health ehenth Loation & Resuiotion
Policy (CCHP) e e
https://track.govhawk.com/report e
s/24PKO/public

e Federal:
Alliance for Connected Care
http://connectwithcare.org/
telehealth-legislation/

[l Jurisdictions with Bills
. Jurisdictions with Registers
[l Jurisdictions with Bills and Registers
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https://track.govhawk.com/reports/24PKO/public
http://connectwithcare.org/telehealth-legislation/

CMS Proposed CY 2021 Home Health Changes
e June 25, 2020

 Would make permanent the reg. changes re:
telecommunications tech in providing care under Medicare
home health benefit (currently temp for PHE only)

* As long as telecommunications tech is related to skilled
services furnished, outlined in care plan & tied to specific goal
to facilitate Tx outcomes
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CMS 2021 Proposed Physician Fee Schedule

POLICY NEWS August 3, 2020

CMS May Eliminate Most Emergency
Codes for COVID-19 Telehealth

Services

CMS is planning to eliminate 74 of the 83 codes created to cover
telehealth services during the coronavirus pandemic, though it's
adding 13 new codes and could be swayed by public comments to
add more coverage.
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PFS Changes to CMS Telehealth Services List

GPC1X - Visit Complexity with certain 99336-37- Domiciliary, Rest Home or Custodial Care

Office/Outpatient E&M Services Services (Established Patients)

99XXX — Prolonged Services 99349-50 — Home Visits (Established Patients) — only
for SUD or co-occurring MH Disorders

90853 — Group Psychotherapy 99281-83 — Emergency Department Visits

96121 — Neurobehavioral Status Exam 99315-16 — Nursing Facility Discharge Day
Management

99483- Care Planning for Patients with Cognitive 96130 — Psychological and Neuropsychological Testing

Impairment

99334-35 — Domiciliary, Rest Home or Custodial 96131-33 — Psychological Testing Evaluation Services

Care Services

99347-48 — Home Visits
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Other Proposed PFS Changes

e Expand providers who can perform e-visits, remote
assessment of patient-recorded video and/or images,
virtual check-ins

e Allow direct clinical supervision via TH

* Improve TH frequency limitations for nursing facilities &
Inpatient

* Significant changes to RPM

e Public comment period ends Oct. 5!
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Telehealth Policy Resources
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COVID-19 Resources Menu

htt PS //SO ut h westirc.o rg/ "~ ' Telemedicine COVID-19 Resources

STATE-SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Welcome to the Southwest Telehealth Resource Center / Arizona Telemedicine Program Telemedicine COVID-19
CONSUMER RESOURCES - - - N -
Resources web pages. We update these pages regularly with information for healthcare providers (including state-

°
re S O l l r( e S ( O V I d I 9 COVID19 NEWSLETTERS specific info) and consumers. You'll see the main sections listed below and the subsections listed to the left as you
click on a main section. Check back often for updates!

FOR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS

STATE-SPECIFIC INFORMATION

CONSUMER RESOURCES
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° Southwest Telehealth Resource Center » University of Arizona Health Sciences ¢ R.O. Box 245105 « Tucson, AZ 85724-5105
I P I H P ° This website was made possible by grant number G22RH30360 from the Office for the Advancement of Telehealth, Health Resources and Services Administration, DHHS
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https://southwesttrc.org/resources/covid19
https://www.cchpca.org/

Thank you!

For questions or more
info:
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mailto:nrowe@telemedicine.arizona.edu
https://southwesttrc.org/resources/covid19
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