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Robert “Bob” Burns 

Bob Burns is the co-founder of the Arizona Telemedicine Program and the co-chair of the Arizona Telemedicine Council.  
Bob began his service in the Arizona state legislature in 1989 as a newly elected member of the House of 
Representa�ves. A�er terming out of the House he was elected to the Arizona state senate where he served mul�ple 
terms un�l again terming out due to Arizona term limits.  He was elected as President of the Senate in his final term as a 
senator.  Bob then was elected to the Arizona Corpora�on Commission in 2012 and served mul�ple terms.  He was 
elected as chairman of the Commission in 2019.  

 

Jeff Axtell, M.Ed. 

Jeff Axtell is an Arizona na�ve who has lived and worked across many communi�es within our great state. Jeff went to 
Northern Arizona University where he graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science in Healthcare Administra�on. Jeff 
furthered his educa�on by atending the University of Arizona to obtain his Masters in Public Health/Community 
Educa�on.  

Jeff started his healthcare career in Bisbee Arizona where he was the Deputy Director for the Cochise County Health 
Department. A�er a few years with the county, Jeff relocated back to Flagstaff where he was the Director of the 
Children’s Rehabilita�ve Services, (CRS) program at Flagstaff Medical Center. A�er a few years Jeff was assigned to the 
FMC’s Cancer Center opera�ons as another area under his directorship where he con�nued working with the hospital for 
over 20 years.  

Jeff was hired by North Country Healthcare as the clinic manager for their Williams, Ash Fork and Seligman Federally 
Qualified Health Centers and was responsible for ensuring access to care in underserved and rural areas. Jeff hired in 
March of 2017, as the Chief Execu�ve Office for Na�ve Americans for Community Ac�on, Inc. where he was responsible 
for all aspects of the Federally recognized Urban Indian Health Organiza�on and Federally Qualified Health Center.  

Jeff joined the Arizona Advisory Council on Indian Health Care in April of 2022 and currently serves as the Director of the 
American Indian Health – Area Health Educa�on Center. AIH-AHEC program ac�vi�es include Community Based 
Experien�al Training for college students in health related disciplines; youth pipeline healthcare ac�vi�es for grades  K-
12; Con�nuing professional educa�on for primary providers working  in Tribal communi�es; and a community immersion 
program for graduate students in healthcare fields. 

 

Tara Sklar, JD, MPH 

Professor Tara Sklar is the Faculty Director of the Health Law & Policy Program and a Dis�nguished Public Service Scholar 
at the University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law. She also holds appointments as Associate Director of 
Telehealth Law & Policy at the UA College of Medicine-Tucson and Senior Advisor with Innova�ons in Healthy Aging at 
the UA Health Sciences. Professor Sklar’s teaching and research bridges the gap between healthcare and law by aligning 
where the law can help mi�gate health dispari�es and improve pa�ent care for vulnerable popula�ons. Her work 
examines legal, regulatory, and ethical issues that arise in adap�ng to a diverse aging popula�on, with a par�cular focus 
on digital health equity. Her legal scholarship is published in the New England Journal of Medicine, Journal of Empirical 
Legal Studies, and Journal of Clinical and Translational Science, among many others. Her forthcoming book, “Telehealth 
Law & Policy in a Nutshell,” is under contract with West Academic Publishing. She teaches courses on Telehealth Law & 
Policy and Aging & the Law. 

https://law.arizona.edu/tara-sklar
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjYcg9wWjbBEvZ5Ex0lHVCQ
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=2640374
https://youtu.be/SeQNQ24EquA?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/SeQNQ24EquA?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/0Aw-ehGiivM?feature=shared


Dr. Daniel Bárbara 

Dr. Daniel Bárbara is Chief Execu�ve Officer of Desert Senita Community Health Center (Desert Senita) with primary clinic 
loca�ons in Ajo and Arizona City, Arizona and two new loca�ons currently scheduled to open in May and June of 2024 in 
Coolidge and Stanfield, Arizona.  Dr. Bárbara began his service with Desert Senita in the summer of 2023 and 
immediately launched a diversifica�on and sustainability campaign that included a community outreach program, 
pa�ent-centered prac�ces addressing the social determinants of health, and an unprecedented expansion into 
neighboring communi�es lacking in available health center services. 

His father’s family having recently immigrated from Baja California, México, Dr. Bárbara was born and raised in rural West 
Central Arizona where he developed a passion for the care of individuals who lack access to quality health care and social 
services.  Dr. Bárbara (boarded in Public Health), trained in health science, the implementa�on of evidence-based 
medicine as a care paradigm, and health services research at Nova Southeastern University in Florida. 

Dr. Bárbara has served throughout his career, spanning nearly 30 years, at the nexus of health and social services 
designing and implemen�ng programs that address the social determinants of health.  Many of those years of service 
involved the development and administra�on of complex tribal health systems suppor�ng several Na�ve American 
communi�es from Arizona to Washington State.  Dr. Bárbara has served in the Health and Human Services Execu�ve 
Director role for a number of tribes in addi�on to research and postsecondary educa�on roles in support of his passion. 

 

Dr. Toyin Esan (Pharm.D, MBA, BCPS).  

Dr. Esan is a board-cer�fied Clinical Pharmacist, with areas of specializa�on in Disease State Management (Diabetes, 
Hypertension, Hyperlipidemia, Chronic Obstruc�ve Pulmonary Disease, Smoking Cessa�on, An�coagula�on 
Management, Medica�on Reconcilia�on and Educa�on, Community/Primary Healthcare, Immuniza�on, Transi�on of 
Care and Educa�on). Her career spans over 17 years in Hospital and Community Pharmacy, as well as serving as an 
Integrated Primary Care Clinical Pharmacist collabora�ng with other health-care disciplines to provide evidence-based 
and cu�ng-edge care to the pa�ent-popula�on she serves. She is passionate about ins�tu�ng quality programs that 
focus on improving pa�ents’ quality of life and saving health-care dollars needed to reinvest in the community, especially 
for rural dwellers who have limited access to healthcare facili�es. The professional schools and training programs she 
atended include: University of Maryland, College Park, MD. /Pre-Pharmacy/ 2000-2002. Howard University School of 
Pharmacy, NW, Washington D.C. /Pharmacy/ 2002-2006. Fitchburg State University, Fitchburg, MA /Master of Business 
Administra�on-Healthcare Management Concentra�on/ 2022-2023. Board of Pharmacy Special�es/ Board Cer�fied 
Pharmacotherapy Specialist/2018.  

She has a passion for primary care, especially pa�ents that live in rural America who have unique challenges, are 
dispropor�onately affected by social determinants of health and who are more likely to pass away prematurely 
compared to their counterparts in urban areas. This is why she is so vested in providing the knowledge needed by the 
pa�ent popula�on she serves at Desert Senita Community Health Center to understand their diagnosis, as well as equip 
them with the tools needed to succeed in their self-care, thereby reducing their rate of hospitaliza�on/readmissions.  

Jus�n Rice 

Jus�n Rice is the Manager of Clinical Systems – Op�miza�on at Phoenix Children’s Hospital. He began working in 
healthcare 16 years ago at a Gastroenterology prac�ce that was s�ll on paper charts at that �me.  He started in 
healthcare with the goal to help make a difference in people’s lives hoping to bring a posi�ve light to people’s experience 
engaging with healthcare.  Jus�n has a passion for advancing the technology that is used to care for people.  He joined 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital in 2015 to apply his love of technology in combina�on with his drive to help pa�ents. 
 

 

 



Michael Holcomb, BS 

Michael J. Holcomb, BS is the interim director for the Arizona Telemedicine Program (ATP) and is also ATP’s associate 
director for informa�on technology. He has 26 years of experience working with telemedicine and telehealth 
technologies and has 21 years of experience serving on the Arizona Telemedicine Program Execu�ve Team. He has served 
as a technology expert for ATP’s federally funded Southwest Telehealth Resource Center (SWTRC) since 2009.  He served 
as the chair of the Technology Special Interest group of the American Telemedicine Associa�on from 2010-2012. As 
interim director for the ATP he is responsible for all of ATP’s programs, opera�ons, grants, agreements, and facili�es. He 
co-authors peer-reviewed manuscripts about telehealth along with abstracts, posters, and book chapters. He currently 
serves as principal inves�gator for SWTRC, site principal inves�gator on an NIH mul�-site rural ostomy self-management 
training telehealth grant, and as a co-inves�gator on the University of Arizona Center for Rural Health’s Arizona Health 
Improvement Plan grant from the Arizona Department of Health Services.  

 

Carrie Foote, BS, BA 

Carrie Foote holds the posi�on of Associate Director of Administra�on at the Arizona Telemedicine Program and serves 
as the Program Administrator for the Southwest Telehealth Resource Center. In her capacity, she exercises administra�ve 
oversight for both the ATP and SWTRC. Ms. Foote represents these organiza�ons at regional and na�onal mee�ngs, 
assuming responsibility for the crea�on and cura�on of public rela�ons materials. Addi�onally, she plays a pivotal role in 
fulfilling repor�ng obliga�ons and coordina�ng ac�vi�es for both the ATP and the numerous partnering organiza�ons 
associated with the SWTRC. Ms. Foote serves as the editor for both the ATP and SWTRC blogs. 

 

https://southwesttrc.org/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/michael.holcomb.2/bibliography/public/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=czH5RNkAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=sra

