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ÅMute your phone &/or computer 
microphone

ÅTime is reserved at the end for Q&A

ÅPlease fill out the post -webinar survey

ÅWebinar is being recorded

ÅRecording will be posted on the SWTRC 
www.southwesttrc.org/ and the AzCRH 
www.crh.arizona.edu/

http://www.southwesttrc.org/
http://www.crh.arizona.edu/


Arizona
State Office of Rural Health 

Monthly Webinar Series

Focused on providing technical assistance to rural 
stakeholders to disseminate research findings, policy 
updates, best -practices and other rural health issues to 
statewide rural partners and stakeholders throughout the 
state. 

http://crh.arizona.edu/
http://crh.arizona.edu/


Arizonaôs Opioid Epidemic:

Understanding the Problem and Finding Solutions 

1. Understand the ontology of the rising rates of opioid use nationally and in Arizona

2. Understand the deleterious consequences occurring as a result of the rising 

trends in opioid use

3. Identify solutions that individuals can take across healthcare, substance abuse 

treatment and the general community

http://crh.arizona.edu/
http://crh.arizona.edu/
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Shana Malone
Clinical Initiatives Project Manager

AHCCCS - Office of the Director

Shana Malone is a Clinical Initiatives Project Manager in the Office of the Director at the Arizona Health Care 

Cost Containment System. Shana oversees the agency initiative to reduce the effects of the opioid epidemic in 

Arizona. Shana has an M.S. in Human Development with a clinical specialty in family systems therapy and 

completed her doctoral coursework in the School of Social and Family Dynamics at Arizona State University. 

Her academic work focused on computational social science, social and emotional development and dynamical 

systems applications. Prior to coming to AHCCCS, Shana was the Director of the Statistical Analysis Center at 

the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission where she developed the original pilot model for the Arizona 

Prescription Drug Misuse and Abuse Initiative. Shana has worked on several local and national multi-systemic 

prevention and evaluation health outcome projects, and she has experience as a therapist in Arizona. 



Arizonaôs Opioid Epidemic

Understanding the 
Problem and Finding 
Solutions



The National Opioid Influx

ÅA 4 fold increase in the quantity of Rx 
Opioids sold in the U.S.

ÅThe U.S. makes up 4.6% of the worldôs 
population, but consumes 80% of its Rx 
opioids

Å91 opioid deaths every day! 
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Past 30 Day Rx Drug Misuse Among 
Arizona Youth (AYS)

Reaching across Arizona to provide comprehensive 
quality health care for those in need

*Y-axis altered for visual purposes; accurate representation is out of 100%
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Past 30 Day Youth Rx Drug Misusers 
Reporting ñCocktailingò (AYS, 2016)

Reaching across Arizona to provide comprehensive 
quality health care for those in need

*Y-axis altered for visual purposes; accurate representation is out of 100%
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What puts our kids at elevated risk even though 
we only have 6.6% misusing Rx Drugs?



Arizona Adult Rx Drug Misuse 
(BRFSS, 2014)

10Reaching across Arizona to provide comprehensive 
quality health care for those in need
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